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Dedication

If the blood of the martyrs nourished
the early centuries of Christianity, then
the sweat, agony, and hopes of modern
missionaries have enriched the mission

fields in every nation. 

This book is dedicated to all those men
and women who have gone around the
globe to make Christ known and loved.
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Preface

What are the driving forces in a missional church to mount
and sustain a robust mission program? It will take a passion for
Christ and identifying with those who have lost their way. And
it will take being convicted that the proclamation of the Word
of God leads the lost to a relationship in Christ. And it will take
holiness in life to authenticate the message so that it becomes
real to the listeners.  These have been the driving forces of
missions across the centuries in every land. When the good
news of the person and Message of Christ is carried by mission
minded spokesmen in every land churches are planted and grow
and the Gospel continues to spread in widening circles.

A fervent and systematic reading of Scripture, as no other
resource, informs and inspires people to know the mind and
redemptive purposes of God. Ephesians One and Two
summarize the eternal plan of God to bring all people together
in one spiritual order through His Son, Jesus Christ. Men, as
the author of these studies, who have absorbed that Message
and shared it in various languages and cultures have much to
tell us of the continuing mission of the Church in every land.

These mission studies by Gerald Paden are informative,
convicting and inspiring. They were forged in the fires of
mission experiences. They have been both lived and taught.
Two decades of mission work in Italy, nearly four decades of
mission instruction at Sunset International Bible Institute and
traveling the mission roads of the nations as Dean of Missions
give these studies authenticity and urgency. Many men and
women have been taught, cleansed and challenged by such
messages to turn their faces to the lost at home and abroad.
Many churches have risen to the challenges of sending their
own and providing resources to preach in distant lands.



Gerald Paden has been a consummate missionary, skilled
instructor, welcomed mission advisor, efficient team builder,
and convicting writer. It is time that his writings be collected 
into a book to bless even a wider circle of readers, whether
experienced missionaries, faithful mission supporters or young
men and women open to God for a life challenge. All will be
benefitted by the reading and reflection on these Biblically
guided and missionally inspired articles.

The reader will find twenty-four articles devoted to the
basis of missions, to the contents of the message, to some
methods to be considered, to some illustrations of mission work
and the end results of a biblically centered mission enterprise.
Overwhelmingly, the articles have their value in being focused
on the person and Message of Christ in fulfilling the eternal
purpose of God.

If these twenty-three articles inspire you, the reader, to
renew and deepen your commitment to the proposition that
God wants everyone to repent, come to a knowledge of the
truth and be saved, all the efforts in writing and publishing
them will be fully justified and God will be honored.

Truman Scott, Editor
SIBI, Dean Emeritus



This song was used with the permission of Robert Taylor @ Taylor Publications,
Montgomery, Texas, 77316. The song was copied from Songs of the Church,
Compiled and Edited by Alton H. Howard at Howard Publishing Co., West Monroe,

La 71291, ©1977. 



Introduction

God’s Prophetic Plan for the Church

Every Bible student knows that God planned and
prophesied the Mission, Ministry, and Message of the future
Messiah. First Peter 1:18–20 says:

knowing that ye were redeemed . . . but with precious
blood, as of a lamb without spot, (even the blood) of
Christ: who was foreknown indeed before the
foundation of the world, but was manifested at the end
of times for your sake.

Revelation 13:8 states that the Lamb was slain from the
foundation of the world in the mind and purpose of God.
However, not every Bible student is aware that the future
Church was also prophetically defined in the Old Testament as
to her Mission, Ministry, and Message. The purpose of this
study is to present an overview of Isaiah’s prophecies relating
to God’s plans for the coming Kingdom of Messiah. 

When God Makes Prophecy 

God’s omniscience is timeless. There is no past or future
in His use of time. Psalm 90:2 declares “. . . even from
everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” When He foretells
future events, He is not building “air-castles,” nor is He day
dreaming. He is simply legislating future history into
ordinances contained in law. He destines history to conform to
His plans. The Apostle Paul, commenting on the absolute
reality of those plans, stated that God is able to call the “things
that are not as though they were” (Romans 4:17). Those
“things” being discussed had not happened when God made
His promises to Abraham, but it was so sure they would occur
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that God was able to discuss them with past tense verbs as
though they had already happened. How else could the
following words be explained? 

For dogs have compassed me: a company of
evil-doers have inclosed me; they pierced my hands
and my feet. I may count all my bones; they look and
stare upon me. They part my garments among them,
and upon my vesture do they cast lots (Psalm
22:16–18).

Or how could God describe the events of Jesus’ trial with such
accurate detail, stating that He is “. . . as a lamb that is led to
the slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb,
so he opened not his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7)? In each case, past
tense verbs were used to define future events that would surely
occur.

The answer to these questions is rooted in God’s
foreknowledge of all subsequent history. Through the prophet
He announced: 

. . . for I am God, and there is none else; I am God,
and there is none like me; declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times things that are not
(yet) done; saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will
do all my pleasure . . . yea, I have spoken, I will also
bring it to pass; I have purposed, I will also do it
(Isaiah 46:9–11).

And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set
it in order for me, since I established the ancient
people? and the things that are coming, and that shall
come to pass, let them declare (Isaiah 44:7). 
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Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new
things do I declare; before they spring forth I tell you
of them (Isaiah 42:9).

Thus God laid claim to perfect knowledge of all future events
and described them as accomplished history. 

The Mission of Jesus

The Apostle Peter gave the collective testimony of the
entire apostolic college stating they were “eyewitnesses” and
“ear witnesses” of the life and mission of Jesus as it unfolded
in history (cf. 2 Peter 1:16–18). Then he added the testimony of
Old Testament prophets, saying: 

And we have the word of prophecy (made) more sure;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and
the day-star arise in your hearts: knowing this first,
that no prophecy of scripture is of private
interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will
of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the
Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:19–21).

In a time of total darkness about the future, God’s prophets
were lighting lamps of information that foretold coming
history.

How could the “word of prophecy” be “more sure” than
“eye witnesses” and “ear witnesses” to the history of Jesus
Christ as it occurred? Simply because those prophets, inspired
by the Holy Spirit, bore witness to the same history before it
ever happened. That gives those who believe in Jesus double
proof of the authenticity of all biblical truth.

Prophets of Old Testament times possessed what was
called “the mystery” about the future work of Messiah. It was
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not a mysterious plan, it was just hidden — which is the basic
definition New Testament writers give to the prophetic
anticipations about Messiah. (For further information on the
apostolic view of Old Testament prophecy, called the
“mystery,” read Romans 16:25–27; 1 Corinthians 2:6–8;
Ephesians 1:9; 3:1–6; Colossians 1:25–27).

When the “mystery” was fully “manifested,” “revealed,”
and “made known” by the Apostles and prophets of the New
Testament, then the “mystery” became a part of the
“revelation” by giving confirmation to it:

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel
and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages
past, but now revealed and made known through the
prophetic writings by the command of the eternal
God, so that all nations might believe and obey him —
(Romans 16:25–26).

How many times did Jesus and the Apostles make the
statement: “This happened that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets . . . ?” Jesus and the Apostles used the
Old Testament prophets to confirm and authenticate New
Testament reality.

The Church in Prophecy

When Old Testament prophets spoke of the coming
Kingdom of Christ, they did not call it “the Church.” Some of
their favorite terms by which they denominated the Church are
classical in significance and in specific meaning. They spoke of
“the mountain of Jehovah’s house,” or simply “Mount Zion.”
They called it “the New Jerusalem” or “the heavenly
Jerusalem,” and “the new heavens and the new earth.” It was
sometimes called “the city of the Living God” or “the eternal
kingdom.” It is not, therefore, a surprise that New Testament
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writers gathered up much of that Old Testament terminology
and related it to the recently established church of Christ.

Listen to the words of the Hebrew writer in merit: 

but ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable hosts of angels, to the general assembly
and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in
heaven . . . (Hebrews 12:22–23). 

John described what he saw when the Church came down
from heaven:

. . . a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven
and the first earth [the Law of Moses] are passed
away; and the sea is no more. And I saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven of God,
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And
I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell
with them, and they shall be his peoples, and God
himself shall be with them, (and be) their God:
(Revelation 21:1–3). 

As the Bible student examines the prophecies of Isaiah, it
will be important to remember the terminology just mentioned
which he frequently used to describe the Mission, Ministry, and
Message of the Church as the Holy Spirit guided his writings.
Consider the following passages from Isaiah as well as the
specific phrases. 

• Isaiah 2:2–4:

And it shall come to pass in the latter days, that the
mountain of Jehovah’s house shall be established on
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
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the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it And many
peoples shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of Jehovah from Jerusalem. And he
shall judge between the nations, and will decide
concerning many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

< “It shall come to pass in the latter days” refers to the
Mosaic age which would be over when this prophecy had
been fulfilled. Other Old Testament prophets spoke of the
“end times,” referring to the end of the Mosaic
dispensation. It should be noted that Psalm 2, Isaiah 2, and
Joel 2 all converge on Acts 2 when that which they had
prophesied came to pass. Paul spoke of the Church as
living in a time “. . . upon whom the ends of the ages are
come” (1 Corinthians 10:11). Peter wrote that Jesus “. . .
was manifested at the end of the times for your sake” (1
Peter 1:20). The Hebrew writer affirmed that “God . . .
hath at the end of these last days spoken unto us in his Son
. . .” (Hebrews 1:1–2). He further discussed the grace of
God given through Christ in “the world to come” which is
the Messianic age (cf. Hebrews 2:5). He further discussed
the “powers of the age to come” (cf. Hebrews 6:5) which
were miraculous powers the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles
to authenticate them as God’s messengers and to confirm
their message. He stated that Christ, “. . . having come a
high priest of the good things to come . . .” (Hebrews
9:11), is now fully functional in His office as the
Christian’s High Priest.
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< “The mountain of Jehovah’s house shall be established”
indicates that the Church shall not only be initiated in time,
but that she will also be firmly planted and stabilized.

< “On the top of the mountains, exalted above the hills” says
that the Church will be elevated above all other kingdoms
of the earth. “Mountains” in Hebrew prophecy often
define nations of people. That explains why the Church is
called “God’s holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9).

< “And all nations shall flow unto it” affirms that this is not
an extension of Jewish nationalism, but is international in
its import. The “flow” up to this “mountain of God” is
stimulated by the attraction that comes from
“mountain-top” living.

< “And many people shall go and say, Come ye” defines the
great commission under which New Covenant people
serve. God planned for the Church to “make disciples of
all the nations” and to “preach the gospel to every
creature” (Matthew 28:18–20; Mark 16:15–16).

< “He will teach us of his ways and we will walk in his
paths,” which are then defined as the “ways” and “paths”
of peace, for “swords and spears” will be turned into
instruments of harmony rather than war in the Kingdom of
Christ.

< “For out of Zion shall go forth the law” indicates that the
rules by which the Church is governed are heaven’s rules.
“Zion” is classically seen as the residence of God in Old
Testament writings.

< “And the word of Jehovah shall go forth from Jerusalem”
is a statement that confirms the great commission purpose
contained in this prophecy. Jesus said:

“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and
rise again from the dead the third day; and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in his name unto all the nations, beginning from
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46–47).



God’s Prophetic Plan for the Church8

Jesus was quoting verbally from Isaiah 2:3. So this prophecy is
really the first recorded account of the great commission which
Jesus later gave to the Apostles.

• Isaiah 4:2, 4–5:

In that day shall the branch of Jehovah be beautiful
and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall be
excellent and comely . . . when the Lord shall have
washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and
shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the
midst thereof, by the spirit of justice and by the spirit
of burning. And Jehovah will create over the whole
habitation of mount Zion, and over her assemblies a
cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming
fire by night, for over all the glory shall he spread a
covering.

This was the next prophecy about Christ and His Church.
Notice the phrases used in this passage: 

< The “branch of Jehovah” is Jesus (cf. Jeremiah 23:5–6).
Isaiah’s statement affirms the divinity of Jesus. 

< “When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of Zion,”
and “shall have purged the blood from the midst thereof”
indicates the cleansing of the future Church of both its sin
and its guilt.

< The “cloud of smoke by day” and the “shining of a
flaming fire by night” is reminiscent of God manifesting
His presence in the old Hebrew tabernacle (cf. Exodus
40:34–38; Leviticus 9:23–24). God will make the future
Church His residence, as He symbolically resided in the
wilderness tabernacle. 

< “Over her assemblies” assures God’s people that a “cloud
of smoke by day” and a “shining fire by night,” though
invisible with the eye but visible by faith, indicate that God
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is present when His church assembles, and that in reality
“the tabernacle of God is with men” (Revelation 21:3).

• Isaiah 11:1-5, 6–7, 9:

And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of
Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of Jehovah. And his delight shall be in the fear of
Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his
eyes, neither decide after the hearing of his ears; but
with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And
righteousness shall be the girdle of his waist, and
faithfulness the girdle of his loins. 

And the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah, as the
waters cover the sea.

< Isaiah 11 speaks of Jesus as “a branch” out of the root of
David, which affirms His humanity. The inspiration of
His Message and His empowering by the Holy Spirit is
patently foretold. The piety and righteousness of Jesus and
His Message are clearly voiced. 
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< Then Isaiah turned his attention to the future Church.
“Wolves, leopards and bears” represent aggressive nations
of people who have been tamed by God’s “peaceful ways
and paths” as planned in Isaiah 2:3. The “lambs, goats,
and cows” define the non-violent nations that “flow unto
the mountain of Jehovah’s house.”

< “The earth shall be full of the knowledge of Jehovah”
when “the many people” of Isaiah 2 carry out their
evangelistic assignment given in the great commission.

• Isaiah 12:6: 

Cry aloud and shout thou inhabitant of Zion; for
great in the midst of thee is the Holy One of Israel. 

< The “inhabitant of Zion” defines members of the future
Church, who are given reason for rejoicing in our LORD

Jesus Christ.
< “The Holy One of Israel” is the future Messiah, both in

Old Testament prophecy and in New Testament
fulfillment. 

< The reason for rejoicing is because Jesus is “in the midst”
of His people. That is the very promise Jesus gave the
disciples, saying: “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).

• Isaiah 25:6–8:

And in this mountain will Jehovah of hosts make unto
all peoples a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees
well refined And he will destroy in this mountain the
face of the covering that covereth all peoples, and the
veil that is spread over all nations. He hath
swallowed up death for ever; and the Lord Jehovah
will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the
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reproach of his people will he take away from all the
earth; for Jehovah hath spoken it.

< “All peoples” speaks of the universal scope of God’s
blessings offered through Christ in His Kingdom.

<  “A feast of fat things, and of wines on the lees” are
symbols of the richest and sweetest spiritual foods offered
in God’s banquet hall. In the parables of Luke 22:29 and
Matthew 22:2–4 is seen the spiritual banquet God plans for
the Church. The “lee” or windless side of the mountain is
where the sweeter grapes grow.

< “Full of marrow” symbolizes the spiritually healthy food
God has prepared for his people.

< “The face of the covering” and the “veil” represent the
shroud, the garments of the grave. Spiritual death “covers
all peoples” and is “spread over all nations,” indicating
the universal impact of sin.

< “He has swallowed up death forever.” The grim reaper
does not harvest victims from the hillsides of Christ’s
Kingdom. Jesus promised, “He that lives and believes in
me shall never die” (John 11:26).

< “The Lord Jehovah will wipe away tears from all faces”
is quoted in Revelation 21:4. That citation adds the
assurance that “death shall be no more” as a menace to
citizens of this Kingdom.

< “The reproach of his people will he take from all the
earth” has reference to sins being forgiven. When sin is
removed, the penalty of sin, which is death, is taken away.

This prophecy offers the highest evangelistic motivation to the
“many peoples” of Isaiah 2:3 to faithfully invite the nations to
God’s “house.” God’s “mountain top people” enjoy life and
fellowship with God. But when they look down upon the earth
from their lofty position all they see is a veritable spiritual
cemetery. God’s new covenant messengers have one invitation
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to the nations: “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead, and Christ shall shine upon thee” (Ephesians 5:14).

• Isaiah 52:7–10: 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
that bringeth good tidings, that publishes peace, that
bringeth good tidings of good, that publishes
salvation, that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! The
voice of thy watchmen! They lift up the voice, together
do they sing; for they shall see eye to eye, when
Jehovah returneth to Zion. Jehovah hath made bare
his holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the
ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

< “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet” of
Christian messengers who “bring good tidings, peace and
salvation” to the “mountains” or nations of the world.
Paul quoted this prophecy to show that preaching God’s
Message is prerequisite to redemption in either Old or
New Testament times. 

< “Beautiful . . . feet” expresses God’s evaluation of the
gospel preacher or teacher who convinces the redeemed
that: “Thy God reigneth.”

< “The voice of the watchmen” speaks of the unity and
harmony in purpose and message of God’s spokesmen.
The “voice” is singular in Hebrew and the “watchmen”
are plural. Because “they see eye to eye” they sing in
unison, to the same tune and with the same cadence.

< “Jehovah has made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the
nations” symbolizes the universal proclamation of the
good news about Christ and of the salvation He offers to
all. Isaiah 53:1 asks: “Who hath believed our message and
to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed?” This
confirms that God’s “holy arm” that was made “bare” is
none other than Jesus Himself.
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• Isaiah 54:2–3: 

Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch
forth the curtains of thy habitation; spare not;
lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes. For
thou shalt spread abroad on the right hand and on the
left; and thy seed shall possess the nations, and make
the desolate cities to be inhabited.

This prophecy initially seems to relate to Israel’s reconciliation
to God through Jesus Christ. But by way of application and
specific references in the New Testament, it has direct impact
on the mission of the Church. There are four things to note
from the extended context of this prophecy:

< The speaker is identified in Isaiah 54:5: For thy Maker is
thy husband; Jehovah of hosts is his name: and the Holy
One of Israel is thy Redeemer; the God of the whole earth
shall he be called. The word “Maker” is plural in the
Hebrew text, indicating the Father, Son, and the Holy
Spirit. His position is defined in a series of terms that are
deeply significant: “Maker” (Creator), “husband,”
“Jehovah of hosts,” “the Holy One of Israel” (Jesus),
“Redeemer.” The “God of the whole earth” is indeed
Jesus Himself. The Church is composed of God’s
creatures, the bride of Christ, who is her “Redeemer.” The
Church’s mission is therefore backed up by the sovereign
authority of heaven!

< The assignment is given to “fill the earth with the
knowledge of Jehovah” (Isaiah 54:2). It requires that the
Church make plans for universal expansion. “Enlarge the
place of thy tent” demands that plans for growth be
studiously programmed. “Stretch forth the curtains of thy
habitation” requires that room be made for the influx of
great numbers of converts. “Spare not” is an injunction
that requires unreserved investments of both personnel and
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resources to accomplish the mission. “Spare not” is a
statement that comes from Him who knows what it means
to “spare not.” Romans 8:32 reminds that “He spared not
his own Son” when it came to salvation. He now requires
that the Church “spare not” when it comes to her
redemptive efforts on behalf of others.

< The promise given in Isaiah 54:3 is exciting! “Thou shalt
spread abroad” speaks of extensive outreach in the
Church’s mission. “Thy seed shalt possess the nations”
affirms that successive generations of God’s people will
claim the peoples of the earth for Messiah. The assignment
of “Thou shalt make the desolate cities to be inhabited”
speaks of “desolate cities” which are the spiritual
cemeteries of the world where the Church conducts her
evangelistic mission. Those “desolate cities” will be
“inhabited” with God’s people when they respond to the
invitation Christ offers through the Church.

< The conditions by which the assignment will be fulfilled
and the promise obtained is explained in Isaiah 54:13:
“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” In direct
application of this passage to the Church, Jesus quoted it
in John 6:45, where He gave greater detail about being
taught by Jehovah: 

“It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be
taught of God. Every one that hath heard from the
Father, and hath learned, cometh unto me.” 

God is the Teacher and His people are His disciples. In
fact, an alternate reading in Isaiah 54:13 states that “all thy
children shall be disciples of Jehovah.” This passage
should become the stated mission policy of every
congregation of the LORD’s Church.
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• Isaiah 59:20–21:

And a Redeemer will come to Zion, and unto them
that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith Jehovah.
And as for me, this is my covenant with them, saith
Jehovah: my Spirit that is upon thee, and my words
which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of
the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith Jehovah, from
henceforth and for ever.

< The “Redeemer” is Jesus. 
< “Zion” is the Church who has ceased committing

“transgressions” in her pre-conversion repentance.
< A “covenant” is a two-party agreement, equally binding

on each contracting partner. 
< “My Spirit” is the Holy Spirit who seals and confirms each

son of God with His indwelling presence (cf. Acts 2:38).
< “My words which I have put in thy mouth” is the Gospel

Message the Church has been commissioned to proclaim
to every creature. 

< Neither “my Spirit that is upon thee” nor “my words
which I have put in thy mouth shall not depart” from the
Church in this generation nor from succeeding generations
on condition that the Church keeps her covenant with God.
This covenant is confirmed until the end of time.

• Isaiah 62:1–4:

For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for
Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her
righteousness go forth as brightness, and her
salvation as a lamp that burneth. And the nations
shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory,
and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the
mouth of Jehovah shall name. Thou shalt also be
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crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal
diadem in the hand of thy God Thou shall no more be
termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be
termed Desolate: but thou shalt be called Hephzibah,
and thy land Beulah; for Jehovah delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married.

< “I will not hold my peace . . . I will not rest” presents God
impatiently waiting for the Church to fulfill her mission.

< God wants the nations to see the imputed “righteousness”
God has given His people and to see the “glory” with
which God has endowed the Church. 

< “Forsaken” is a Hebrew idiom for a widow, a woman who
has lost her husband. A “desolate” land expands on the
burden of a woman whose husband is dead and she is,
therefore, fruitless as to children. 

< “Hephzibah” expresses the pleasure the LORD has in His
glorious bride, the Church. The prophet simply explains:
“for Jehovah delights in thee.”

< “Beulah” affirms the marriage vows have been exchanged
and the Groom now has His bride, the Church, thus
completing the analogy.

• Isaiah 66:7–9:

Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her
pain came, she was delivered of a man-child. Who
hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things?
Shall a land be born in one day? Shall a nation be
brought forth at once? For as soon as Zion travailed,
she brought forth her children. Shall I bring to the
birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith Jehovah:
shall I that cause to bring forth shut the womb? saith
thy God.
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< With the words “before she travailed” the prophet
described painless child birth, but his intent was to expose
such an idea as folly. Ever since God’s statement to Eve in
Genesis 3:16, the birth of children has been full of
traumatic pain. With his question: “Who hath heard such
a thing?” the prophet indicated his previous statement had
been written in jest.

< Nations are not created spontaneously. Borders must be
secured, government must be organized, constitutions must
be ratified, and the citizens must accept their national
identity. This simply illustrates that reproduction of
children is an extended process that culminates in suffering
and pain at the time of delivery.

< “As soon as Zion travailed she brought forth” attests to
the fact that until the Church goes through the nine months
of gestation and its accompanying discomfort, and then
experiences the anguish of the birthing process, there will
be no Church growth. Jesus knew that child birth was an
event filled with grief. He said: 

“A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow,
because her hour is come: but when she is delivered
of the child, she remembers no more the anguish, for
the joy that a man is born into the world” (John
16:21).

< “Shall I bring to birth” confirms that it is God who causes
conception through obedient faith in Christ. Paul told the
Corinthians that “God gives the increase” (1 Corinthians
3:6). God assures His children that He will never abort the
faith of anyone before he experiences the new birth.

< “Shall I shut the womb?” asks Jehovah. In other words, if
the Church becomes sterile and barren in her reproductive
assignment it will not be because God has withdrawn from
the process. If the Church does not “travail” in child birth,
she is destined not to grow.



God’s Prophetic Plan for the Church18

< “As soon as Zion travailed,” as soon as the Church
endures the agony of new births, then, and only then, can
she grow. If the Church foregoes the suffering, then she
automatically destines herself to fruitlessness.

 Conclusion 

Isaiah presented God’s prophetic plans for world
evangelism through the Church. He exposed God’s purpose for
the Church as he instructs God’s people even today on their
mission, giving them their message and assigning them their
ministry. Christians have seen the glory of God’s vision for
exciting Church growth. If His people can catch a glimpse of
where God wants to take the Church, then they would be more
focused, more committed, more involved in the conduct of His
mission. Failing to see God’s prophetic vision destines the
Church to fail in her covenant assignment and the result will be
felt by the lost of the nations throughout eternity. May God help
us to embrace His prophetic plan for the Church.



Part One: 

Mission Basics



Commitment to a 
Biblical Mandate

God’s purpose in creation, well determined before time,
was intrinsically united with and graphically defined by the
statement of the Apostle Paul in the book of Ephesians:

God created all things to the intent that now unto the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places
might be made known through the church the
manifold wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

His “intent,” reflected in the “eternal purpose which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord,” was to accomplish the
eternal salvation of fallen humanity. Amazing as was the
“purpose,” so was the amazing simplicity with which His plan
was to be achieved. He would “build his church” (Matthew
16:18), and then commission it to “make all men see what is
the dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in
God” (Ephesians 3:9–11). In that “plan of the ages” (here
called “the mystery”) God would employ redeemed humanity
to herald Christ’s redemptive story to the unredeemed. Special
personnel had to be God chosen, God called, God assigned,
God trained in their message, and then God authenticated in
their mission.

Old Testament Background

Even in Old Testament times God consistently selected His
spokesmen and then arranged for their special preparation.

1
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Each messenger of God was inspired by the Spirit of God. In
Numbers 11 Moses found the task of governing Israel too
burdensome, so God arranged for the “seventy elders” to assist
him. The Spirit that had been upon Moses, then “rested upon”
the seventy, and “they prophesied” (cf. Numbers 11:17, 25).
Frequent mention is made in the Old Testament about God
calling His prophets and then inspiring them with their
message. As select messengers of God they were called: “men
of God,” “servants of Jehovah,” “men of the Spirit,”
“messengers of Jehovah.” Sometimes prophets were identified
as “seers.”

During the times of the judges of Israel, there seems to
have been “schools of the prophets.” The “students” in those
schools seemed to be apprentice prophets. They were called
“sons of the prophets” not necessarily implying that they were
literal children of the prophets. It may more appropriately
indicate that they were disciples of older prophets. They
seemed to have a common dwelling place, which would
facilitate the nature of the school in which they were enrolled
(cf. 2 Kings 6:1).

First Samuel 10:5–6 speaks of a “band of prophets . . . and
they will be prophesying” because the “Spirit of Jehovah will
come mightily upon” them. First Samuel 19:20 again mentions
the “. . . company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel
standing as head over them . . . ” Though he was called the
“head over them,” Samuel did not initiate their message. Their
message to Israel was given by the Holy Spirit. Samuel
probably modeled before them his prophetic life-style and
impressed upon them the urgency of their mission. Likewise,
John the Baptist later came “in the spirit and power of Elijah”
(Luke 1:17).

In the days of Elijah the prophetic ministry seemed to have
been revived in Israel. The prophet Obadiah led a group of one
hundred prophets whom King Ahab was determined to destroy.
Obadiah hid the prophets, by fifties, in caves to protect them
from Ahab. When Obadiah met Elijah, “he fell on his face, and
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said, ‘Is it thou, my Lord Elijah?’” (1 Kings 18:4–7). His use
of the term “Lord” expressed his respect for his more eminent
counterpart.

By God’s command Elijah passed the mantle of his
prophetic office to Elisha. In 1 Kings 19:16 he was instructed
that”Elisha the son of Shaphat shalt thou anoint to be prophet
in thy room.” These “bands of prophets” were not writing
messengers. Their mission was to promote devotion to the
LORD, educate Israel’s moral and family structure, and warn
God’s people of impending judgments because of their
waywardness. With the rise of the writings of both the major
and minor prophets little further information is given about the
“company of the prophets” (1 Samuel 19:20). Yet Jeremiah
7:25 records: 

Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the
land of Egypt unto this day, I have sent unto you all
my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and
sending them.  

Hebrews 1:1 summarized that past history with the words: 

God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the
prophets by divers portions and divers manners, hath
at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son. 

Peter affirmed that in ages past “men spake from God, being
moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

In ages past God did not leave Himself “without witness”
(Acts 14:17). In like manner, from the beginning of time until
its end God has not left Himself without His chosen
spokesmen! God wanted His prophets to be respected and even
feared by the people. They were privy to God’s purposes and
spoke accordingly. 
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Surely the Lord Jehovah will do nothing, except he
reveal his secret unto his servants the prophets. The
lion hath roared; who will not fear? The Lord
Jehovah hath spoken; who can but prophesy? (Amos
3:7–8). 

Some of God’s spokesmen were killed, crucified, scourged, and
persecuted (cf. Matthew 23:34). The history of Jeremiah is a
classic example of the abuse the prophets endured. Such things
were done to the prophets in spite of God’s warnings to the
contrary: “Touch not mine anointed ones, and do my prophets
no harm” (1 Chronicles 16:22; Psalm 105:15).

When Jesus Began His Ministry

Mark records that early in His ministry, Jesus “. . .
appointed twelve, that they might be with him, and that he
might send them forth to preach” (Mark 3:14). To “be with
him” would be vital in their preparation to go “forth and
preach.” From Him they learned the glory of His mission, and
later of theirs. He modeled before them His sacrificial
commitment to a heavenly assignment, and then motivated
them to imitate His fervor — “And for their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth”
(John 17:19). He taught them that their salvation was more
important to Him than His own survival on earth. They were
challenged with that same devotion as they considered the
salvation of others more important than their survival! Jesus
told them “. . . the hour cometh, that whosoever killeth you
shall think that he offereth service unto God” (John 16:2). He
privately explained to them in simple parables the dynamics of
their Kingdom building assignment. From His baptism in the
Jordan River until His resurrection and ascension from the
Mount of Olives, they were His constant “disciples-in-training”
for their own future redemptive mission (cf. Acts 1:21–22).
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They were witnesses of “. . . all that Jesus began both to do
and to teach” (Acts 1:1).

Whether or not they were aware of His plans for them in
the future Kingdom, Jesus was actively schooling the Apostles
in the mission methods and philosophy they would follow. He
shared with them a common mission from God. In Matthew
Jesus sent the twelve Apostles, two by two, on the limited
commission: 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter
any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost
sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The
kingdom of heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out
demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Do not
take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts;
take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals
or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep” (Matthew
10:5–10)

Their message was simple but exciting. They were assured that
their message was so compelling that it would generate its own
support base for their needs. God would be their providence!
Just before His ascension Jesus asked them: “‘When I sent you
forth without purse, and wallet, and shoes, lacked ye
anything?’ And they said, ‘Nothing.’” (Luke 22:35). They
learned that their Master/Teacher was faithful and could be
trusted to keep them safe until their mission was accomplished.

Jesus later commissioned another group of seventy-two,
again by twos, giving them the same assurances of providential
care (cf. Luke 10:1–9). He taught both the twelve and the
seventy-two to look for receptive fields and to avoid wasting
time on resistant communities (cf. Matthew 10:11–14; Luke
10:8–11). Anyone who offered hospitality to one of Christ’s
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apprentice missionaries would receive equal honor and credit
as the twelve earned. 

“He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that
receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth a
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall
receive a righteous man’s reward. And whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I
say unto you he shall in no wise lose his reward”
(Matthew 10:40–42). 

Today’s evangelists and missionaries are equally classed with
the “prophets,” “righteous man,” “little ones,” and
“disciples” of this context.

Jesus’ Program for the Church

Just before His ascension Jesus commissioned the Apostles
with a world wide evangelistic assignment, “Go ye therefore
and make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). A
“disciple” was a believer who was enrolled as an apprentice in
the school of the Master/Teacher to learn the art of their
Instructor’s business. Since His “business” was redemptive, “to
seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10), then the
disciples’ mission was by analogy, redemptive. Jesus wanted
“disciples” who would make “disciples.” He wanted them to
plant churches that planted churches. The dynamic of the
coming Kingdom would be built around a grass-roots
movement where every believer would involve himself in a
common mission. God would “call” lost men to salvation
“through the gospel” (2 Thessalonians 2:14), and that
automatically placed them under a common assignment with
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the Apostles. His statement to the Apostles, “. . . teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you,” (Matthew
28:20) created the basis of unity in mission.

Apostolic Practice

To keep the Church from being a one generation
phenomenon the great commission was faithfully transmitted
to each new disciple. From the beginning of the early Church
the Apostles focused their attention on the training of the next
generation of spokesmen for God. The next generation in any
movement is always essential to the survival of the movement.
Even in Old Testament times the next generation of believers
was crucial to the continuity of God’s purpose. 

A seed shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord
unto the next generation. They shall come and shall
declare his righteousness unto a people what shall be
born, that he hath done it (Psalm 22:30–31). 

Yea, even when I am old and gray-headed, 0 God,
forsake me not, until I have declared thy strength unto
the next generation, thy might to everyone that is to
come (Psalm 71:18). 

Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised; and his
greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall laud
thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty
acts (Psalm 145:3–4).

Paul stated that Christ “. . . committed unto us the word of
reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19). The word “committed”
implies entrusting a precious object into the hands of another
for safe keeping. Then Paul charged Timothy to “. . . guard
that which is committed unto thee . . .” (1 Timothy 6:20).
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Timothy in turn was told: “And the things which thou hast
heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou
to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2
Timothy 2:2). There are five successive generations of
“disciples making disciples” in these verses. Christ had
“committed” the Message to Paul; he “committed” it to
Timothy. Then Timothy was commanded to “commit” the
same Message to “faithful men” who would then “. . . be able
to teach others also.” If there had been a breakdown in the
process of transmission there would have been no “others
also!”

In Paul’s mission enterprise he gathered around himself a
sizable company of fellow missionaries. He imitated the format
Jesus had set during His personal ministry. For his first mission
journey his fellow travelers were Barnabas and John Mark.
During his second journey his entourage included Sopater,
Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timothy, Tychicus, Trophimus
and Luke (cf. Acts 20:4). Evidently he was training them in the
process of church planting, of role-modeling the faith, and
proclaiming the Gospel Message in diverse cultures. His
mission ethics were pure and wholesome. 

For ye remember, brethren, our labor and travail:
working night and day, that we might not burden any
of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God. Ye
are witnesses, and God also, how holily and
righteously and unblamably we behaved ourselves
toward you that believe (1 Thessalonians 2:9–10).

Paul and his companions lived out of common treasury
which the churches provided and he earned making tents. “Ye
yourselves know that these hands ministered unto my
necessities, and to them that were with me” (Acts 20:34). He
recommended that his colleagues be sustained by the churches,
for they were equally worthy of support. “Now if Timothy
come, see that he be with you without fear: for he worketh the
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work of the Lord, as I also do” (1 Corinthians 16:10). Peter
recommended “Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I account
him” (1 Peter 5:12). John recommended to Gaius, a “foreign
brother” named “Demetrius” who “hath the witness of all men,
and of the truth itself: yea, we also bear witness; and thou
knowest that our witness is true” (3 John 12). Thus, they
maintained the urgency of preaching the Gospel to the next
generation. 

No Token Partnership

Even when Satan caused Eve to sin, God dignified her with
the promise that her seed would bring about the downfall of
Satan. Though “by man came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:21). Great honor
and nobility was reserved by God for fallen, but now redeemed,
humanity. That exalted respect was conferred when God made
the Church His partner in redemption.

Such a worthy assignment required that God and saved
humanity become full scale colleagues in the Divine obsession
for man’s salvation. Jesus exposed the Apostles to their place
in His redemptive purpose when he prayed to the Father: “As
thou didst send me into the world, even so sent I them into the
world” (John 17:18). Later when Jesus commissioned the
Apostles in their share in God’s plan, he reminded them that:
“As the Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).
Such a partnership between unequals demanded that God make
His lesser companions in mission adequate for their
assignment. The lesser must humbly acknowledge that they
“are not sufficient of themselves” but that their “sufficiency is
from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5).

To make His “share-holders” in mission competent to
handle their assignment, Jesus made them participants with
Him in the identity and blessings the Father had shared with
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Him. In His prayer on their behalf Jesus asked God to endow
them with all the grace they would need to fulfill their task:

These things spake Jesus; and lifting up his eyes to
heaven, he said, “Father, the hour is come; glorify thy
Son, that the Son may glorify thee: even as thou
gavest him authority over all flesh, that to all whom
thou hast given him, he should give eternal life. And
this is life eternal, that they should know thee the only
true God, and him whom thou didst send, (even) Jesus
Christ. I glorified thee on the earth, having
accomplished the work which thou hast given me to
do. And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own
self with the glory which I had with thee before the
world was. 

I manifested thy name unto the men whom thou
gavest me out of the world: thine they were, and thou
gavest them to me; and they have kept thy word. Now
they know that all things whatsoever thou hast given
me are from thee: for the words which thou gavest
me I have given unto them; and they received (them),
and knew of a truth that I came forth from thee, and
they believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them:
I pray not for the world, but for those whom thou hast
given me; for they are thine: and all things that are
mine are thine, and thine are mine: and I am glorified
in them. And I am no more in the world, and these are
in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
them in thy name which thou hast given me, that
they may be one, even as we (are). While I was with
them, I kept them in thy name which thou hast given
me: and I guarded them, and not one of them
perished, but the son of perdition; that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now I come to thee; and these
things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy
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made full in themselves. I have given them thy word;
and the world hated them, because they are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that
thou shouldest take them from the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil (one). They are not
of the world even as I am not of the world. Sanctify
them in the truth: thy word is truth. As thou didst send
me into the world, even so sent I them into the world.
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they
themselves also may be sanctified in truth. 

Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that
believe on me through their word; that they may all
be one; even as thou, Father, (art) in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be in us: that the world may
believe that thou didst send me. And the glory which
thou hast given me I have given unto them; that they
may be one, even as we (are) one; I in them, and thou
in me, that they may be perfected into one; that the
world may know that thou didst send me, and lovedst
them, even as thou lovedst me. Father, I desire that
they also whom thou hast given me be with me where
I am that they may behold my glory which thou hast
given me: for those lovedst me before the foundation
of the world  (John 17:1–24).

Jesus wanted His disciples to be given everything they
would need to fulfill the mission God had given them:

• Jesus asked that His disciples be given “eternal life” (3).
• He “manifested the Father’s name” to the “men” God had

given Him (6). 
• He gave His disciples the same Message He had received:

“The words which thou gavest me I have given unto them”
(8). 
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• He begged God to unify the disciples  — “. . . in the name
which thou hast given me, that they may be one, even as
we are” (11). 

• He shared His elation in being involved in such a heavenly
cause: “. . . that they may have my joy made full in
themselves” (13). 

• He lifted His disciples up to a heavenly station, therefore,
“they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world”
(14, 16). 

• He made His disciples partners in His mission, “. . . even
so sent I them into the world” (18). 

• They needed a model of consecration to follow, so “. . . for
their sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves also may
be sanctified in truth” (19). 

• “And the glory which thou hast given me I have given unto
them . . .” (22). 

• He made them subjects of the Father’s love “even as thou
lovedst me” (23). 

• Ultimately Jesus longed for their eternal presence with
Him: “I desire that they also whom thou hast given me be
with me where I am, that they may behold my glory, which
thou hast given me” (24). 

• Without a doubt the most amazing part of Jesus’ prayer
was in its primary application to the Apostles and then in
its extension “. . . for them also that believe on me through
their word” (vs. 20). That last statement has wonderful
implications for Christians today. For Jesus here embraced
the future Church in every blessing already conferred upon
the Apostles.

• Christ desired that the same unity of purpose and mission
He gave the Apostles should be forever the possession of
the Church. The vertical unity between Jesus and the
Father became the expressed petition for the Church “That
they all may be one, even as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they may be in us ” (vs. 21). The intensity of
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oneness He asked for the Church is the same vertical union
between Himself and the Father. 

• With more graphic detail, Jesus amplified the details of the
desired unity of His people: “I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be perfected into one, that the world may
know that thou did send me” (vs. 23). 

• Paternal/filial union which is between the Father and His
people creates the fraternal union between members of the
Church.

This Mission Is Redemptive

This is no token partnership! Christ’s redemptive mission
becomes the Church’s redemptive mission. Insisting on the
urgency of the Apostles’s mission Jesus said: “whose soever
sins ye forgive, they are forgiven unto them; whose soever sins
ye retain, they are retained” (John 20:23). Sins are “forgiven”
or “retained” through the conditions laid down in the great
commission according to Mark 16:16. “He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved” is talking about sins remitted. “He
that disbelieveth shall be condemned,” his sins are retained.
From that day forward all who are under the commission and
thus fulfill their assigned role are intimately involved in soul
saving activity: “. . . he who converteth a sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall cover a
multitude of sins” (James 5:20).

Paul confidently affirmed that the Apostles were “God’s
fellow-workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). He also expanded the
concept of mission partnership to involve the Church: 

And working together with Him [God], we entreat
also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain (for
he saith, “At an acceptable time I hearkened unto
thee, And in a day of salvation did I succor thee:
behold now is the acceptable time; behold now is the
day of salvation)” (2 Corinthians 6:1–3). 
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Notice the added element of urgency Paul added to the
Church’s mission by saying: “Now is the acceptable time, now
is the day of salvation.”  The announcement of the “acceptable
time” was not made to the world, but to the Church. God is
willing to save the lost, so “now,”  today, the Church must
faithfully fulfill her mission to the lost. God originated the plan
for human redemption, Christ died to empower the plan, the
citizens of His Kingdom are made participants in the extension
of the plan. His mission has become every Christian’s  mission!

The Cost of the Mission

Our heavenly Partner not only initiated this sacred mission,
he also paid in personal sacrifice the awesome price to
accomplish it. Salvation costs! Perdition costs! The cost of
salvation demanded of Christ that he “emptied himself” of all
the privileges and prerogatives of His deity:

Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not
the being on an equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,
becoming obedient (even) unto death, yea, the death
of the cross (Philippians 2:5–8).

 Such emptying extracted from Jesus a measure of sacrifice
which man will never understand here. “Emptied himself” was
required to make it possible for Him to become a man. Then as
a man, He “humbled himself; becoming obedient even unto
death, yea, the death of the cross.” Man’s  redemption is rooted
in the sacrifice of his God/man companion of mission. It will
require no less sacrifice of all who are called into the mission
of rescuing fallen humanity.
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Having shared with His followers His redemptive mission,
Jesus proceeded to give them a share in the suffering to
promote it. God made a marvelous concession to the redeemed
by making them partners in sacrifice. Perhaps the most
significant grant that heaven made to earth is found in Mark
10:35–40:

And there come near unto him James and John, the
sons of Zebedee, saying unto him, “Teacher, we
would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we
shall ask of thee.” And he said unto them, “What
would ye that I should do for you?”  And they said
unto him, “Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy
right hand, and one on (thy) left hand, in thy glory.”
But Jesus said unto them, “Ye know not what ye ask.
Are ye able to drink the cup that I drink? or to be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”
And they said unto him, “We are able.” And Jesus
said unto them, “The cup that I drink ye shall drink;
and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall
ye be baptized: but to sit on my right hand or on my
left hand is not mine to give; but it is for them for who
it hath been prepared.”

James and John asked for positions of authority in the coming
Kingdom. Jesus asked if they were willing to pay the price for
such a privilege: “Can ye able to drink the cup that I drink? or
to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” This
was the “cup” he prayed three times to the Father to remove
when he was in the Garden of Gethsemane. It was a “cup” of
suffering and a “baptism” in death! James and John glibly
replied: “We are able.” Here are the words of heaven’s
concession to earth: “The cup that I drink ye shall drink; and
with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be
baptized.” They did not then understand what they would later
perceive and even accomplish. Thus Jesus gave the disciples
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the greatest of all privileges, that of sharing in the “cup” of
suffering and death for the salvation of others. Their sacrifice
was not the source of man’s salvation, only Jesus’ blood could
accomplish that. Yet their sacrifice was a necessary corollary to
the sacrificial death of Jesus.

The Apostle Paul personally identified with the challenge
and  dignity  of  suffering  for  such  a holy  cause. He wanted
“. . . to know him [Jesus], and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed unto
his death” (Philippians 3:10). He yearned to know the
boundless love that motivated Jesus. He wanted to understand
Jesus’ unwavering devotion to human redemption. Paul wanted
“fellowship in Christ’s suffering.” He wanted to hurt for the
same cause for which Christ suffered. He wanted his own death
to promote the same cause for which Christ died. He was
determined to “. . . fill up on my part that which is lacking of
the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which
is the church” (Colossians 1:24). Perhaps he felt that the
suffering of Christ was not hurting enough in his life. He was
so united with the mind of God’s sacrificial commitment that
one might ask: “Is that Paul hurting for human redemption? Or
is that God hurting in Paul?” At any rate Paul had the audacity
to look at the Cross and ask Jesus to pass me the “cup” so that
I may drink my share of its bitter dregs!

The Church Is Called to Suffer

Jesus comforted His disciples when they suffered for His
cause: 

“Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and
persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you
falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in heaven” (Matthew
5:11–12). 
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The early Church rejoiced in their suffering also, “They
therefore departed . . . rejoicing that they were counted worthy
to suffer dishonor for the Name” (Acts 5:41). Notice how the
writer of Hebrews described their suffering:

. . . after ye were enlightened, ye endured a great
conflict of suffering; partly, being made a gazingstock
both by reproaches and affliction; and partly,
becoming partakers with them that were so used. For
ye both had compassion on them that were in bonds,
and took joyfully the spoiling of your possessions,
knowing that ye have for yourselves a better
possession and an abiding one (Hebrews 10:32–34).

When Peter wrote “to the elect who are sojouners” he told
them that they could expect suffering:

For this is acceptable, if for conscience toward God
a man endureth grief, suffering wrongfully . . . for
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow
his steps” (1 Peter 2:19, 21). 

Paul informed the Philippian church that a heavenly gift
had been made on their behalf: 

Because to you it hath been granted in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer in
his behalf; having the same conflict which ye saw in
me, and now hear to be in me (Philippians 1:29–30).

The Church and the Missionary

The vertical partnership in missions between God and the
Church becomes horizontal when the sending church is
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matched with the going missionary. It is worthy of note that
when the Holy Spirit was ready to launch the Church beyond
“Jerusalem, and all Judea and Samaria, and . . .” into its final
frontier defined by “. . . the uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts
1:8) that the sending church was simultaneously chosen
together with the going missionaries. The church in Antioch of
Syria was chosen by the prophets there to become the sponsor
of Paul and his mission team during their first missionary
journey (cf. Acts 13:1–4). When Paul left Asia the newly
established European church in Philippi assumed the onus of
support for his team. When Paul’s mission took him to
Philippi, his mission immediately became their mission. Paul
thanked God for the shared mission commitment the brethren
there made in Paul’s regard. He said:

I thank my God upon all remembrance of you . . . for
your fellowship in furtherance of the gospel from the
first day until now; being confident of this very thing,
that he who began a good work in you will perfect it
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:3–6). 

The “good work” was Philippi’s support of Paul’s mission.
That mission fellowship continued when he left Philippi. 

And ye yourselves also know, ye Philippians, that in
the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from
Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the
matter of giving and receiving but ye only; for even in
Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my need
(Philippians 4:15–16).

New Testament churches were charged with the task of
being prime movers of mission expansion. The Apostles did
not use the most common term now used for the Church’s
assignment (i.e. the great commission). They seemed to prefer
the analogous term: the great propelling. The Greek word
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propempo is variously translated as sending, supporting,
helping, and providing for the needs of itinerant preachers. We
get the English word “propel” from that Greek term. Note how
churches were encouraged to propel missionaries forward on
their journey. Paul requested that the Roman church propempo:
“. . . assist me on my journey” (Romans 15:24, NIV). He asked
the Corinthian church to propempo: “. . . set me forward on my
journey whithersoever I go” (1 Corinthians 16:6). He also used
the same phrase when he insisted they also propempo Timothy
— “set him forward on his journey in peace” (1 Corinthians
16:11).

Titus was to instruct and to insist for help from the church
in Crete so Zenas and Apollos and others could be fruitful: 

Set forward [propempo] Zenas the lawyer and
Apollos on their journey diligently [speedily], that
nothing be wanting unto them. And let our (people)
also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses,
that they be not unfruitful (Titus 3:13–14).

The “good works” that needed to be “maintain”-ed was the
fellowship between the going missionaries and the sending
churches. 

John called the support brother Gaius supplied to
evangelists “a faithful work,” a work he believed in. Gaius was
encouraged to propempo — “. . . set them forward on their
journey worthily of God: because that for the sake of the Name
they went forth taking nothing of the Gentiles” (3 John 6–7).

Conclusion: 
Sharing in the Fruit and in the Glory

The early Church was taught that mission work was a
shared assignment. Even the suffering required to promote
Kingdom building was a shared privilege. They were taught
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that they shared in the fruit that was borne from their
participation with the evangelists. Paul wrote the Philippian
church that he appreciated their support, not only for his own
well being, but also that “. . . fruit that increaseth to your
account” (Philippians 4:17). God credited the supporters of
missionaries with the same rewards of the missionary:

He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that
receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall
receive a prophet's reward: and he that receiveth a
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall
receive a righteous man’s reward. And whosoever
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup
of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I
say unto you he shall in no wise lose his reward
(Matthew 10:40–42).
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